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< Egypt to present first of kind national report on development financing:
Planning Minister (Daily News Egypt)
< Oman highlights health sector challenges at Arab Forum (Times of Oman)
< Arab officials call on efforts to speed up revival post coronavirus (MENAFN)



https://www.dostor.org/3409404
https://www.dostor.org/3409404
https://www.ennaharonline.com/الجزائر-تُحقق-مؤشرات-جيدة-في-تجسيد-أهد/
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https://gulf365.com/world-news/10036974/أبوالغيط-الجائحة-وضعت-التنمية-على-رأس-الأولويات.html
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AFSD-2021 Kicks Off in Beirut with Moroccan Participation (i sl 4 sl
Ay yrall ASLaall)

Arab officials urge for actions to accelerate recovery post COVID-19
(Xinhua)

AFSD-2021 Kicks Off in Beirut with Moroccan Participation (Maghreb Arab
Presse)

COVID-19 put sustainable development plans at top of international agenda:
Arab League (Daily News Eqypt)

Shura Council participates in Parliamentary Forum (The Peninsula)
COVID-19: Arab officials urge actions to accelerate recovery (Economic
Times)

Arab officials urge for actions to accelerate recovery post COVID-19
(China.org.cn)

Arab officials urge actions to accelerate recovery (IND News)

Morocco: Afsd-2021 Kicks Off in Beirut With Moroccan Participation
(AllAfrica)



https://www.maroc.ma/en/news/afsd-2021-kicks-beirut-moroccan-participation
https://www.maroc.ma/en/news/afsd-2021-kicks-beirut-moroccan-participation
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/30/c_139845033.htm
https://www.mapnews.ma/en/actualites/economy/afsd-2021-kicks-beirut-moroccan-participation
https://www.mapnews.ma/en/actualites/economy/afsd-2021-kicks-beirut-moroccan-participation
https://dailynewsegypt.com/2021/03/29/covid-19-put-sustainable-development-plans-at-top-of-international-agenda-arab-league/
https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/30/03/2021/Shura-Council-participates-in-Parliamentary-Forum
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/uae/covid-19-arab-officials-urge-actions-to-accelerate-recovery/articleshow/81755176.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/uae/covid-19-arab-officials-urge-actions-to-accelerate-recovery/articleshow/81755176.cms
http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2021-03/30/content_77358814.htm
https://ind.news/arab-officials-urge-actions-to-accelerate-recovery/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202103290765.html
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< Egypt to present first of kind national report on development financing:
Planning Minister (Daily News Egypt)

Egypt’s Minister of Planning and Economic Development Hala EI-Said has said that
Egypt will present a national report on financing for development, which is the first
of its kind at the national level.

The report is part of a project that aims to study the state of financing for
development in Arab countries, to create a sustainable mechanism for financing in
the future. Egypt was chosen as the first Arab country in this project.

El-Said added that the report follows a participatory approach, in which the Ministry
of Planning and Economic Development contributes as Egypt’s representative.

It supports the process of drafting the report in terms of data supply, analysis, and
review, in cooperation with: the Arab League; the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Western Africa (ESCWA); the United Nations Development
Program (UNDO); the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD); and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

El-Said explained that, in parallel with its efforts to achieve the UN’s sustainable
development goals (SDGs) at the national level, Egypt is always keen to participate
and interact with international efforts to achieve sustainable development.

These efforts are taking place at both the national, Arab, and international levels.
The minister pointed out that Egypt has presented a voluntary national review twice,
in 2016 and 2018, and confirmed that the country intends to submit its third report
this year.

El-Said added that her ministry presented the first version of the report to decision-
makers, as well as representatives from the government, the private sector, civil
society, and development partners.


https://dailynewsegypt.com/2021/03/29/egypt-to-present-first-of-kind-national-report-on-development-financing-planning-minister/

This took place in preparation for a presentation to the international community, with
the minister stressing Egypt’s keenness on objectivity and transparency in preparing
the report.

She added that Egypt also intends to organise side events dealing with specific
development issues around the localisation of development, green recovery, as well
as financing development.

This is in conjunction with the launch of the voluntary report during the high-level
political forum for sustainable development. She noted that the participation of other
Arab countries in these activities is a good opportunity.

El-Said’s remarks came during the opening session of the Arab Forum for
Sustainable Development, “Accelerating Action Toward the 2030 Action Plan Post-
COVID-19”. The event is being hosted by Lebanon and ESCWA from 29-31 March
2021.

The minister said during her speech that the Arab Forum for Sustainable
Development represents an interactive regional platform for dialogue and exchange
of experiences between Arab countries.

This 1s with the aim of achieving the UN’s SDGs, adding that it is an opportunity to
renew commitment to implementing the UN Agenda 2030 at the Arab and
international levels.

El-Said said that the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has imposed a global
need for speedy action to confront the pandemic and recover from its repercussions.
It has also imposed a need to double efforts to continue achieving the SDGs.

The minister pointed out that Egypt has moved quickly to adopt proactive policies
that depend on a clear and studied plan targeting all affected groups and sectors. This
serves to mitigate the effects of the pandemic, including the application of incentive
monetary and financial policies to support these groups and sectors.



El-Said added that the development efforts successfully implemented by Egypt in
recent years, foremost of which are the National Program for Economic and Social
Reform, have enhanced the country’s economic resilience and its resilience in facing
crises.

She said that Egypt has worked to set its priorities in light of the pandemic, focusing
on investing in human capital and increasing allocations to the health and education
sectors.

It is also looking to pay attention to sectors that are resilient and capable of rapid
recovery. This is in addition to promising sectors that represent a fundamental pillar
for promoting comprehensive and sustainable growth, such as telecommunications
and information technology; manufacturing; agriculture; and small- and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs).

This is also in addition to: merging the informal sector; enhancing financial
inclusion; and supporting the digitisation infrastructure in the context of enhancing
the trend towards digital transformation and expanding new and renewable energy
projects.



< Oman highlights health sector challenges at Arab Forum (Times of Oman)

The Sultanate represented by the Ministry of Health is taking part in the Arab Forum
for Sustainable Development (AFSD), commenced yesterday with a delegation
headed by the Minister of Health Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Al Sa’eedi.

The three-day forum, themed Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-
COVID-19, reviews and addresses the progress towards implementing and
achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SDGs) in the Arab region.

In the AFSD, Al Sa’eedi delivered a speech where he pointed out that despite
significant progress made in the region in key indicators such as maternal and under-
5 child mortality, the region continues to face challenges in the growing rise of
diseases such as non-communicable diseases and the resulting economic threats and
burden to societies.

He explained that in several Arab countries, this challenge is compounded by
humanitarian crisis and political instabilities, resulting in lack of access to
healthcare, shortage of medications, famine and displacement of populations. Such
factors when put together hindered the progress towards reaching our common goals.

The health minister stressed in his AFSD speech that today and with COVID-19, the
challenge has become even greater, as the pandemic presents an unprecedented
emergency that has taken a toll on health agendas worldwide. However, past year’s
events have demonstrated that the world is truly interconnected to an extraordinary
extent and no country can face them alone.

Al Saidi added that COVID-19 pandemic exposed disparities both within countries
and between countries. Health systems globally and in the region are faced with an
array of challenges because of the growing rise of COVID-19 cases as well as the
disruption of non-COVID-19 services. This pandemic has challenged capacities and
demonstrated the importance of prioritizing a coordinated response at the national,
regional and international levels.

He clarified that the lockdowns that were forced to impose have undoubtedly
increased behavioral risks such as physical inactivity and unhealthy diets.


https://timesofoman.com/article/oman-highlights-health-sector-challenges-at-arab-forum

Furthermore, the significant burden that COVID-19 is placing on mental health and
wellbeing, not only of our health staff but also on the population at large is
recognized, affirming that this is indeed a time to give due attention to mental health
services and ensure continuity of care in this critical domain.

Yet the COVID19 pandemic, the Health Minister affirmed, has provided us with
further evidence of the importance of primary healthcare as a backbone to UHC
where often countries with strong primary healthcare networks are able to provide
an accessible and feasible approach in tackling this crisis. Now, more than ever, PHC
IS receiving the attention it deserves.

“We remain convinced that a coordinated approach at the international, regional and
national levels is vital to achieving the 2030 agenda and proposing innovative
solutions for the development of inclusive public health policy is fundamental to
advance and reach those goals” stated Al Saidi in his speech.

At the end, Al Saidi firmly underlined that it is the proper time for strengthening
political commitment to building resilient health systems together and to truly learn
from the lessons this pandemic had taught nations. The discouragement of the
monopolisation of vaccines and ensuring the equitable distribution of vaccines are
key steps to help ensure fulfillment of common goal by allowing the cure to this
pandemic to reach all countries and all within countries.



< Arab officials call on efforts to speed up revival post coronavirus (MENAFN)

A declaration by United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA) said that on Monday, Mar. 29 Arab League Secretary-General
Ahmed Aboul-Gheit stated that indebted nations are ought to take steps to reduce
their debts for a quick revival from coronavirus.

He advised states, organizations and the private domain to offer more resources to
accomplish sustainable improvement.

Aboul-Gheit's comments came in the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development
2021 (AFSD) which started on Monday.

Named "Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-COVID," the forum was
conducted in collaboration with the League of Arab States (LAS) and held online by
the ESCWA.


https://menafn.com/1101832436/Arab-officials-call-on-efforts-to-speed-up-revival-post-coronavirus&source=22

© AFSD-2021 Kicks Off in Beirut with Moroccan Participation (s sl 4 &l
A prall ASlaall)

The Arab Regional Forum for Sustainable Development 2021 (AFSD-2021),
organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), in partnership with UN entities working in the Arab region and the
League of Arab States, kicked off on Monday via teleconference, with the
participation of Morocco.

The forum brings together high-level representatives, including ministers, senior
officials and experts in the fields of planning, development, environment,
employment, natural resources, data, statistics, finance and technology, as well as
representatives of regional governmental organizations, civil society and United
Nations specialized agencies.

AFSD-2021 is convened under the theme "Accelerating progress on the 2030
Agenda post-COVID" and will review SDGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16 and 17.

Moroccan experience in terms of recovery and overcoming the effects of the
Coronavirus pandemic will also be discussed, through presentations and speeches
by Moroccan officials, experts and academics.

AFSD advocates an inclusive and participatory approach to the follow-up and
review of the 2030 Agenda, providing a platform for dialogue among government
representatives, parliamentarians, academia, the private sector, regional
intergovernmental bodies, civil society organizations, and young people.

It provides a unique forward-looking opportunity to review the Arab region's
development trajectory, discuss practical approaches to tackle the pandemic, and
consider the extent to which current and future development planning and policies
support SDGs implementation.

AFSD-2021 features a variety of plenaries, special sessions and workshop-style
special events touching on three sub-themes, accelerating action on the SDGs in the
context of the COVID-19 recovery; response to the COVID-19 pandemic through


https://www.maroc.ma/en/news/afsd-2021-kicks-beirut-moroccan-participation
https://www.maroc.ma/en/news/afsd-2021-kicks-beirut-moroccan-participation

specialized and priority areas; national, regional and global processes including
voluntary national reviews (VNRs) and messages to the global summit.



< Arab officials urge for actions to accelerate recovery post COVID-19
(Xinhua)

Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul-Gheit said Monday that indebted
countries need to take actions to cut their debts for a speedy recovery from COVID-
19, a statement by United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA) reported.

He urged states, organizations and the private sector to provide additional resources
to achieve sustainable development.

Aboul-Gheit's remarks came during the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development
2021 (AFSD) which kicked off on Monday.

Dubbed "Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-COVID," the forum was
held in partnership with the League of Arab States (LAS) and hosted virtually by the
ESCWA.

The organization's Executive Secretary Rola Dashti reiterated the calls of ESCWA
for innovative solutions to reduce or freeze countries' debts, and for the activation of
cooperation mechanisms between Arab countries.

According to the ESCWA, the pandemic has impacted food insecurity, which
increased dramatically, affecting 52 million people. Women and girls are also at an
increased risk of violence.

In addition, rampant unemployment among young people and women has become
the highest worldwide at 23 percent, at a time when the top 10 percent of the Arab
region's adult population owns 76 percent of the wealth.


http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/30/c_139845033.htm

© AFSD-2021 Kicks Off in Beirut with Moroccan Participation (Maghreb Arab
Presse)

The forum brings together high-level representatives, including ministers, senior
officials and experts in the fields of planning, development, environment,
employment, natural resources, data, statistics, finance and technology, as well as
representatives of regional governmental organizations, civil society and United
Nations specialized agencies.

AFSD-2021 is convened under the theme "Accelerating progress on the 2030
Agenda post-COVID" and will review SDGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16 and 17.

Moroccan experience in terms of recovery and overcoming the effects of the
Coronavirus pandemic will also be discussed, through presentations and speeches
by Moroccan officials, experts and academics.

AFSD advocates an inclusive and participatory approach to the follow-up and
review of the 2030 Agenda, providing a platform for dialogue among government
representatives, parliamentarians, academia, the private sector, regional
intergovernmental bodies, civil society organizations, and young people.

It provides a unique forward-looking opportunity to review the Arab region's
development trajectory, discuss practical approaches to tackle the pandemic, and
consider the extent to which current and future development planning and policies
support SDGs implementation.

AFSD-2021 features a variety of plenaries, special sessions and workshop-style
special events touching on three sub-themes, accelerating action on the SDGs in the
context of the COVID-19 recovery; response to the COVID-19 pandemic through
specialized and priority areas; national, regional and global processes including
voluntary national reviews (VNRs) and messages to the global summit.
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© COVID-19 put sustainable development plans at top of international agenda:
Arab League (Daily News Eqgypt)

Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Secretary-General of the Arab League, has said that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has put sustainable development at the top of
the international agenda.

He added that the pandemic has also increased awareness on the importance of
environmental policies.

Aboul Gheit’s remarks came during a speech at the opening of the Arab Forum for
Sustainable Development, which is being held in cooperation with the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

The seventh edition of the forum is being held virtually on 29-31 March under the
chairmanship of Saudi Arabia.

In his speech, Aboul Gheit said that the current session’s slogan is “Speeding up
work towards the Vision 2030 Agenda after COVID-19.

He said that this reflects the requirements of the present moment, and summarises
the challenges the world is facing.

Aboul Gheit stressed the importance of multilateral cooperation and the sharing of
tasks and burdens in achieving the goals of sustainable development.

In this regard, he praised the existing partnership between the Arab League and
ESCWA, reviewing the latest developments in bilateral cooperation between the two
sides. The Secretary-General stressed the importance of providing the financial
resources needed to implement the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

It represents a challenge compounded by the coronavirus pandemic, as most
international assistance was diverted to address the global health crisis’ effects.


https://dailynewsegypt.com/2021/03/29/covid-19-put-sustainable-development-plans-at-top-of-international-agenda-arab-league/

In the same vein, Aboul Gheit explained that there are two important paths that must
be worked on collectively. The first track relates to the call to move forward on the
path of debt reduction for the poorest countries.

The second track aims to intensify work in order to urge states, organisations, and
the private sector to provide additional financial resources to achieve the goals of
sustainable development.

Aboul Gheit added that the Arab League, in partnership with the United Nations
Environment Finance Initiative, recently launched a report on promoting sustainable
financing and climate finance in Arab countries.

It should be noted that the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development is held annually
in partnership between the Arab League and ESCWA. It aims to discuss issues of
common interest and shed light on the reality of sustainable development in the Arab
world.



© Shura Council participates in Parliamentary Forum (The Peninsula)

The Shura Council participated in a parliamentary forum titled ‘Accelerating
Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-COVID’ which was held by the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA\) in cooperation with
the League of Arab States and United Nations’ organizations operating in the Arab
region, via visual communication technology.

Discussions during the forum focused on policies and procedures required to
accelerate the recovery from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and make a real
progress that enhances the economic, social and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development in the Arab region.

The Shura Council was represented in this forum by H E Dr. Hend Bint Abd Al
Rahman Al Muftah, a member of the Council.


https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/30/03/2021/Shura-Council-participates-in-Parliamentary-Forum

© COVID-19: Arab officials urge actions to accelerate recovery (Economic
Times)

Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul-Gheit said that indebted countries
need to take actions to cut their debts for a speedy recovery from Covid-19.

Aboul-Gheit's remarks came during the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development
2021 (AFSD) which kicked off here on Monday, reports Xinhua news agency.

He urged states, organizations and the private sector to provide additional resources
to achieve sustainable development.

Dubbed "Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-Covid", the forum was
held in partnership with the League of Arab States (LAS) and hosted virtually by the
UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

The organization's Executive Secretary Rola Dashti reiterated calls of the ESCWA
for innovative solutions to reduce or freeze countries' debts, and for the activation of
cooperation mechanisms between Arab countries.

According to the ESCWA, the pandemic has impacted food insecurity, which
increased dramatically, affecting 52 million people.


https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/uae/covid-19-arab-officials-urge-actions-to-accelerate-recovery/articleshow/81755176.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/uae/covid-19-arab-officials-urge-actions-to-accelerate-recovery/articleshow/81755176.cms

< Arab officials urge for actions to accelerate recovery post COVID-19
(China.org.cn)

Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul-Gheit said Monday that indebted
countries need to take actions to cut their debts for a speedy recovery from COVID-
19, a statement by United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA) reported.

He urged states, organizations and the private sector to provide additional resources
to achieve sustainable development.

Aboul-Gheit's remarks came during the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development
2021 (AFSD) which kicked off on Monday.

Dubbed "Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-COVID," the forum was
held in partnership with the League of Arab States (LAS) and hosted virtually by the
ESCWA.

The organization's Executive Secretary Rola Dashti reiterated the calls of ESCWA
for innovative solutions to reduce or freeze countries' debts, and for the activation of
cooperation mechanisms between Arab countries.

According to the ESCWA, the pandemic has impacted food insecurity, which
increased dramatically, affecting 52 million people. Women and girls are also at an
increased risk of violence.

In addition, rampant unemployment among young people and women has become
the highest worldwide at 23 percent, at a time when the top 10 percent of the Arab
region's adult population owns 76 percent of the wealth.


http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2021-03/30/content_77358814.htm

< Arab officials urge actions to accelerate recovery (IND News)

Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul-Gheit said that indebted countries
need to take actions to cut their debts for a speedy recovery from Covid-19.

Aboul-Gheit’s remarks came during the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development
2021 (AFSD) which kicked off here on Monday, reports Xinhua news agency.

He urged states, organizations and the private sector to provide additional resources
to achieve sustainable development.

Dubbed “Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda post-Covid”, the forum was
held in partnership with the League of Arab States (LAS) and hosted virtually by the
UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

The organization’s Executive Secretary Rola Dashti reiterated calls of the ESCWA
for innovative solutions to reduce or freeze countries’ debts, and for the activation
of cooperation mechanisms between Arab countries.

According to the ESCWA, the pandemic has impacted food insecurity, which
increased dramatically, affecting 52 million people.

Women and girls are also at an increased risk of violence.
In addition, rampant unemployment among young people and women has become

the highest worldwide at 23 per cent, at a time when the top 10 per cent of the Arab
region’s adult population owns 76 per cent of the wealth.


https://ind.news/arab-officials-urge-actions-to-accelerate-recovery/

© Morocco: Afsd-2021 Kicks Off in Beirut With Moroccan Participation
(AllAfrica)

The Arab Regional Forum for Sustainable Development 2021 (AFSD-2021),
organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), in partnership with UN entities working in the Arab region and the
League of Arab States, kicked off on Monday via teleconference, with the
participation of Morocco.

The forum brings together high-level representatives, including ministers, senior
officials and experts in the fields of planning, development, environment,
employment, natural resources, data, statistics, finance and technology, as well as
representatives of regional governmental organizations, civil society and United
Nations specialized agencies.

AFSD-2021 is convened under the theme "Accelerating progress on the 2030
Agenda post-COVID" and will review SDGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16 and 17.

Moroccan experience in terms of recovery and overcoming the effects of the
Coronavirus pandemic will also be discussed, through presentations and speeches
by Moroccan officials, experts and academics.

AFSD advocates an inclusive and participatory approach to the follow-up and
review of the 2030 Agenda, providing a platform for dialogue among government
representatives, parliamentarians, academia, the private sector, regional
intergovernmental bodies, civil society organizations, and young people.

It provides a unique forward-looking opportunity to review the Arab region's
development trajectory, discuss practical approaches to tackle the pandemic, and
consider the extent to which current and future development planning and policies
support SDGs implementation.

AFSD-2021 features a variety of plenaries, special sessions and workshop-style
special events touching on three sub-themes, accelerating action on the SDGs in the
context of the COVID-19 recovery; response to the COVID-19 pandemic through


https://allafrica.com/stories/202103290765.html

specialized and priority areas; national, regional and global processes including
voluntary national reviews (VNRs) and messages to the global summit.



